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Watch Dog Went to Sleep On the Mat and Hastily
the Committee Clerk Plums Were Shaken Down—
President Harris Called It Expediting Legislation.

C——

For a time yesterday the spirit of
economy prevailed in the Senate af »
rate of 14 to 14, the occasion when
enator Sams moved & reconsideration
of the vote of Tuesday ou the resolu-
tion to employ two stenographers for
the Senate.

Senater Broome, who has steppea
into the watch dog role, mildly in-
sinuateq that lobbyists had been &
work, and the tender sympathies of the
Senator from the Twenty-eighth Dis-
trict had been arouséd to a degree that
prompted the movement, \

Having killpd the reconsideration
the watch dog went to sleep on the
mat, and although the rush of resu-
lutions providing for committee clerks
falrly pileq up around him, he was
not disturbed by the onrush, though he
shuddered several times. ‘

No. there was no protest from Sena-
tor Broome against extravagance in
the matter of appointing these clerks,
though perhaps he was nof to blame,
as they came so fast he may have
been unable to get to his feet In ad-
vance of Senator Trammell, who broke
in on the President's railroading of
one of the resolutions and which
proved to be the last for the day, ow-
ing perhaps to the protest.

The resolution, which provided a
clerk for the commi on Privil
eges and Elections, Forestry, and Or
ganized Labor, carried, however, Seba-
tor Crews saying the clerks were
needed and the Senate accepting his
view.

The clerks of those committees wili,
perhaps, not have more than five or
six bills to look after during the entire
seasioon. b
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The haste with which the resolutions
were jammed through indicated an
eagerness for quick paymeht of politl-
cal debts,

Of the committees provided with
clerks vesterday the Judiciary handlea
fourfifths of the bills of the session.
The resolution of Senator Massey,
Tuesday, concerning engrossed bills,
cuts down the work of that committee
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A high estimate of the work of the
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Cjey and County Organization Com-

mittee would be from fifteen to twenty
bills.

One clerk 1s allotted to The Com-
mittee on Rules and Committe on
Public Roads and Wighways. The
work of the clerk of the Committee #n
Rules will be to report the amend-
mnt offered by Senator ! Tues-
day, and that will be all for the ses-
sion. A half dozen bills for the con-
gideration of the Committee on Public
Roads and Highways is a liberal es-
timate.

The clerk of the Committees on
State Affairs, Public Printing and Im-
migration Is another having an easy
time, very few bills coming his way.

Next to the Judiciary Committee
the Appropriations Committee has
more work to perform, work that has
to be done and then undone until
the bills are fiually accepted.

The Committees on Canals and Tele
graphe and Public Lands have oue
c'erk between them. ‘Ten bills may
te the extent of the lsbors of both

the situation practically the same as
last session.

Senator Crane's bill is the same a8
in the Legislature of 1905, while that
of Senator -McCreary ig but slightiy
changed, and some modifications hav-
ing Leen made in it in tqltauon.u
features of the Crne Dbill. | L

The Crane bill has been advocated
by those who wanted practical, eco-
nomical uniformity, while the bill of
Senator is ‘the bill the
American k Company always wants
passed when it is not possible to pre-
vent enactment of & uniform law
" The Secretary of State sent to ‘he
Senste -the following communicauon,
concerning the resolution to pravide
committee rooms, and it was referred
to the Committee on Judiciary. :

1 have the honor to ackmow'adyge “e-
ccipt of a communication fiom the
Sorate calling my attenfion to Eednte
Resolution No. 57, adopted May 30,
1905, which reads as follows:

“The Secretary of State is directed
to bave the rooms now occupied by
the Railroad Commission, and the
rooms occupled by the Adjutant Gen-
eral, vacated before the coming of the
next Legislature, that the same mhy
be used by the Senate Committees
the Legislative session ot
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any room in the Capitol Buflding.
resolution above guoted confers
such power.
Senator Cotirell, who
elected to fill the vacancy
the death of Senator Winburn,
Twelfth District, -was
Justice Parkhill,
age of a bill by
providing that a
slst of from 12 to 18
ate adjourned until 1
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T. A. JENNINGS FOR
GOVERNOR, INTIMATED.

The Pensacola will say today that
Hon. T. A. Jennings, of that city, has
made statements as to his candidacy
for Governor of the State.

He intimates that he will be & can-
didate in the primaries, next spriug,
if conditions present themselves in a
favorable light at the proper time, He
says that he has no desire to precip:-
tate the campaign by an official s
pouncement at this time. It is only
because he has been so strongly urged
by his friends to make some statement
of his intentions in order that they
might do nothing that would embarass
them in case of the subsequent
nouncement of his candidacy.

In the luterview had with him h
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ing into the [ the Legislature,
are the lob id the “grafting”

T, 'y State of the
Union the called forth the
strongest ¢ on; and the reve-
lations rth in many in-
stances y have in no case

pvere,”
ragraph Governor

Broward e subject of lob-
bying in his , which appeared
in The Al yesterday.

purnals with this
desks of the Sen-
may or may not
D may or may not
for some corpora-
is interested in
enacted in the
0O certainly acs
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LArmiess enoug.d.
witlecs was lead

he begged Lbe COpy oL e 1S
and sel o wor maKe & COpy 10:
numself, - ri

When bills g Lo railway con-
trol were ingro , this man LoOK
notice, and wael vill providang 1or
a lutroduced ne be-
came real bd, and after the
Benate 5 efforls 10 secuse
& copy ol ere many,

p deeply interested
of this State b
of Atlanta.

p 50 interested is
perhaps none but
nce nis arrival in

way and if
could get them
the Senate. £
He recelved no

documents, and flaally.
of Senate Bill No. 4

offices of a man 1 an out
of-town paper, who it to the Bill
Secretary and asked hm for the bill,
the title of which is: “Authorizing the
Raflroad Commission of the State of
Florida to Bmploy Spesial Councel.”

the Bill S8eere ing new n
his position, thoughtiessly complied
with the request, with the result that
when the Secretary of the Senate e
gan making up his the bill
prevalled
until the bill was reston

place in the Benate Cha
As sald, the reast ‘
son being so anxioy
mation of proposcd 18
State are unknown, but

cent purpose, he s spending
much time and en 1o secure In
formation he could br the ask

will, however, ¢/vé & Hmely hint to
those in the Le i have
official documents T8 ¥helr possession,
not to release !'"m to any person
not rightfully empowered,
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I. L. INVESTIGATORS

Resolution Died of Cold

Immediately after the House was
called w order yesterday morning
the message of the Governor, contain-
ing his request for an investigaiion of
the Trustees of the Internal smprovel
ment Fund, was received and read.

Hon, Syd L. Caiwer, Representative
from Alachua, obtained the Hoor and
gpoke of the many articles printed
against the conduct of the Trustees
and the criticism provoked thereby,
and declared that he, for one, wouid
urge golng as deeply into the matter
as possible, :

If the State officials composi the
Board of Trustees were guilty of mis-
conduct, as alleged, then articles of
impeachment should be formulated
against them, but if, on the other hand,
the charges were without foundation
then a way should be found to punish
their detractors.

Mr. Carter offered a resolution, pro-
viding for a joint committee, composed
of three members of the Senate ana
four of the House to Investigate the
Trustees of the I. . Fund, and it was
adopted.

Requesting the Trustees to stop work
on the Everglades drainage projec.
was the subject of a resolution offerea
by Representative Dorman. No enthu-
siasm was excited by the measure, and
even Mr, Dorman did not see fit v
give it oratorical support

The resolution that beseechingly
asked the Trustees to desist from the
drainage work, tie up the dredges and
quit seratching the surface of the earth
in the Everglades, was overflowing
with hearty feeling that when the
Trustees heard its expression they
would be overwhelmed with a . desire
to cease work. At least that Is evr
dently what the author of the reso-
lution probably had in mind when he
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panying sald return, with a certified
copy of every statute, ordinance, reso-
lution, charter, contract or grant under
and by authority of wh’ch said fran-
chises are held, claimed or owned;
provided, nevertheless, that where such
certified coples have once been flled
with or returned to the Comptroller,
it shall not be necessary in any subse
quent annual return to duplicate the
same, unless it has been amended or

- additiona! privileges granted, but the

same shall be considered returned by
reference to the coples filed as required
by this section,

Section 2. That the Comptroller
shall not be bound to accept the valua-
tion assigned to such franchises in the
return made, but it shall be his right
and duty, with the advise and assis-
tance of the Attorney General and the
State Treasurer, to review the same,
and in case of his refusal to accept the
return, he shall then assess the sald
franchise or franchises and all subse

- quent proceedings ghall be in all par
- ticulars

the same a8 Are nNow provided
by law in the case of thig refusal to
made by rallroad
companies of thelr physical property,
o 4 franchise shall be taxed ac

the value returned (s not accepted,
upon the wvaluation as above Aascer
tained, the said tax to be levied ana
eollected a8 now provided, or mAY
from ttime to time be provided In
the case of the property of rallroad
companies. All tax herelp provided for
shall he assessed for the purpose o
taxation at the same time and in the
game manner as other property that
may be assessed under the law gov-
erning the assessment of the physieal
property of rallroad companies, and
that there shall be a levy on the as
sessed valuation of such franchises at
the same rate of tatxation as may be

levied-on property.
. Bection 3 at in the case of au

special francifies exercised beyond the
Himits of one municipality or county,

. as in the case of telephone or telegraph

lines, or raflroads or steamboats, the
returng provided for In section one
(1). shall show the number of miles
over which suid rallroad or telegraph
or telephone franchise, or other specib,
tranchise, are exercised in each connty
and fn each municipal division within
sald State, In Hke manner as rallroad
compenies are now required to make
returns of thelr physlcal properiy
Section 4. That the valuation for
taxation of such franchises in each

and munieipality in or througn
e s exercised,

and municipality an is now provided by
low for (hl‘s\pporﬂonmont of the prop-

- erty of raflrond companies.

(Continued og Fourth Fage.)

ish Capital Punishment Will Be Introduced.

linked the words together that gave of

Wandering want to Dig Deep Into Records of Trustees—One

and Neglect—Bill to Abol-

Indifferently it was received, in that
sort of way taat a 4hing 1s taken woen
it cannot be avoided.

It was read, it went over under the
ruies at the instance of its introducer,
a8 It would have gone without hus ask-
ing, and another document that faued
of 18 wission in making history was
buried in obscurity,

Investigation, however, was the
thing on the mind of those Who Wanl-
ed 1w get the lid pried o of the dolugs
ol the Trustees. They had promised
the folks back home that they were
coming to Tallahassee to make things
hum in the investigating business, and
the Trustees weére to be lexowed to &
finish.

The line of battle not being consid-
ered sufficienily strohg by the first two
resolutions oftered, another formatiom
was driven Into position by Mr. Knl bt
of ' Citrus, who offered a concurreat
resolution providing a commitiee
composed of two members of the House
and one of the Senate, to examine the
accounts and transactions of the Trus-
tees, from 1889 to January 1, 1907, and
to call for all books, minute books, day
books, bank books, check books and
numerous other books—the gentlemau
failed to demand the production ot
pocket books, prayer books, hymn
books, pass books and commissary
checks—documents, papers, archives,
ote,; got accountants and dig, aig deep
down to '89, showing what the Trus-
tees had been doing stile fhat time,
and appropriate sufficleny woney to
carry out the phrﬁvmou of the reso
lution, That's A

Mr. Griggs, of gently askeu
why select '89 .lm olnt. If
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Richard Barry, suthor of

the publisher, were
lution of
Representative -Dorman,
warmly recelved by the
Knight, of Citrus, made a foew remarks,
laudatory of the resolution in
he got a chance to work over
the .pleasing but time-worn exp es
stons—"Our fair State”—"Our beloved
State”—to such telling effect that the
resolution was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Dupont, of 8t. Jobhns, asked that
distilled water be furn the House,
and his resolution was adopted, Steve
Melton, howgver, falling to say aye,
as he sat with a faraway look, prob-
ably wondering why water should be
distilled when thers were S50 many
other things to distill

Concurrent resolutions were intro-
duced, providing for the appointment
of joint committees to visit the Univer-
sity of Florida, the Institute for the
Deaf, Dumb and Blind, the Reform
School, at Marlanna, and convicts and
conviet camps of the Btate,

Bight bills *vere introduced in the
House yesterday, Two of them local
bills, one applying to Escambia county
and one to Lake, were sdvanced 1o
third reading and passed without dis-

sent,

Repregentative Cartgr Introduced &
bill ‘fio ‘;:courm’ the oyster 'd:'dmym
and certain ;
bills were inm
changes in the pension laws, one by
Mr. Neel, of Jackson, the other
Mr. Russell, of Putnam. The feature
of the latter bill is to abolish the prop-
erty oath, Mr. Russell says that many
times a veteran may be In need of
pension, being disabled, yet will pos
sess & home only, which may be
value in excess of the $800, which,
under the present law, the spplican
to recelve a pension must swear he
not worth that amount.

Mr. Rowe, of Madison, offered & bill
proviafng for separate walting rooms
for the races, with power for Rall
road Coromission to enforece.
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